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SUBJECT:CONSULTATIONS ON LAWS OF WAR CONFERENCE 

1 . AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON REAFFIR- 
MATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW 
WILL HOLD ITS FOURTH, AND PRESUMABLY FINAL, ANNUAL SESSION 
IN GENEVA FROM MARCH TO JUNE 1977. IN PAST YEARS US DEL 
HEAD, DEPUTY LEGAL ADVISER ALDRICH, HAS HOSTED INFORMAL 
COORDINATING MEETINGS OF US, UK, FRG, FRANCE AND CANADA. 
THESE SO-CALLED "INNER CORE" MEETINGS HAVE SERVED USEFUL 
PURPOSE OF COORDINATING POSITIONS AND INTERSESSIONAL WORK, 
AND WE BELIEVE ONE SHOULD BE HELD THIS YEAR DURING THE 
AUTUMN OR WINTER. 

2. ALTHOUGH ALDRICH IS PREPARED TO HOST SUCH INFORMAL 
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CONSULTATIONS IN WASHINGTON, WE WOULD LIKE TO INQUIRE 
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WHETHER UK MIGHT WISH TO HOST THEM THIS YEAR IN LONDON. 

HEADS OF DELEGATION HAVE NORMALLY ATTENDED, ACCOMPANIED BY 
SEVERAL AIDES. THIS YEAR HEAD OF CANADIAN DEL IS STATIONED 
IN BONN AS DCM, AND IT MIGHT BE MORE CONVENIENT FOR MOST 
DELEGATES IF THE MEETING WERE IN EUROPE. TO THE BEST OF 
OUR KNOWLEDGE, NONE OF THE DELEGATION HEADS EXPECTS TO 
ATTEND THE UNGA, WHICH MIGHT, OF COURSE, FACILITATE 
MEETING IN WASHINGTON. 

3. IN ANY EVENT, REQUEST EMBASSY CONTACT DEPUTY LEGAL 
ADVISER OF ECO JOHN FREELAND, OR MARTIN EATON OF HIS 
OFFICE, TO INQUIRE AS TO HMG'S PREFERENCES ON LOCATION 
AND TIMING OF INNER CORE MEETING. AS TO TIMING, WE ARE 
FLEXIBLE BUT BELIEVE IT SHOULD BE HELD NO LATER THAN 
JANUARY. 

4. WE ARE NOT, REPEAT NOT, APPROACHING THE OTHER THREE 
GOVERNMENTS AT THIS STAGE, AS WE WISH FIRST TO OBTAIN UK'S 
VIEWS. ROBINSON 
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